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SHORT STORY & POETRY 

COMPETITIONS 

ODDS & ENDS                

Man on a Train Competition  
A story with a maximum of 2000 words is 
required for this competition and access to the 
website is essential.  Prizes of £150, £100 and 
£75 are on offer with a fourth prize of a 
Premier1 membership.  Full information is 
found at http://creativecompetition/man-on-
the-train-writing-competition.  Entry fee is £3 
per story.  
Deadline 7

th
 April 2012 

 

The Rialto Poetry Competition 2012  
Nature poetry is sought for this competition 
which is run in conjunction with the RSPB.  
Prizes on offer are £1000, £400 and £300 and 
all winning poems will be published in the 
Rialto magazine.  Entry fee is £6 for the first 
poem, £3 for subsequent entries.  For full 
information see www.therialto.co.uk/the-
magazine/ 
Winners will be notified by 30

th
 September 

2012 
 
Writers Reign Short Story Competition 
2012 
This year’s competition carries the theme ‘one 
moment in time’ and judges will be looking for 
a story that impacts on a moment that 
changed the story’s character’s life.  Happy 
endings are looked for and prizes of £100, £50 
and £25 are on offer.  Stories should be 
between 1000 and 1500 words and a fee of 
£3.50 for one story, £6 for two is required.  Full 
details on www.writersreign.co.uk. 
Deadline 30

th
 July 2012 

 
Park Publications Short Story Competition 
Stories of up to 2000 words with the theme ‘a 
country story’ are sought for this competition.  
Prizes of £75, £25 and £15 are on offer and 
the fee is £3 per entry.  Winning stories will be 
published in Countryside Tales Magazine.  
Full details www.parkpublications.co.uk.  
Deadline 1

st
 June 2012 

 
Just a thought… 

If the book we’re reading doesn’t wake us 

up with a blow to the head, what are we 

reading for?’ Franz Kafka 

 

Challenge results: 
 

‘Waves’ (December): 

 

Mollie Bolt, Roland Twynam, Sue Ross 

 

‘I knew it was a mistake’ (January): 

 

Diane Perry, Darren Bailey/Jan Johnstone, 

Steve Kelly 

 
February’s meeting saw Lynne Tildesley’s workshop 
‘MISH MASH!’ which presented us with a variety of 
things to think about, including an exercise on the 
stream of consciousness.  I’m still wondering how given 
the word ‘marriage’ after five minutes I ended up with 
‘polar cap!’  An interesting exercise, thanks Lynne. 
 
March meeting will see Julie Phillips with her 
workshop ‘So tell me about yourself’ - be sure not to 
miss it!  

DATE OF NEXT MEETING  
and  

CHAIRMAN’S CHALLENGE 
 

The next meeting will take place on: 

21
st

 April 2012 
 

when the Chairman’s challenge will be: 
100 words which must involve at least three items 
from the following list: knife, door, wool, toothpick, 

bath and beer. 

 
Give it a TITLE as this will be the only way of 
identifying the entry as yours. DO NOT PUT YOUR 
NAME ON IT AND DO NOT EXCEED THE 100 
WORDS OR AS SET.  If you can please email your 

challenge to chairmanschallenge@gmail.com. 
 

(Meetings commence at 10.00 am until 12 noon – 
members of the novel group meet at 9.00 am.  Venue:  

Wrekin Housing Trust, Colliers Way, Telford, unless an 
alternative is shown above.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

T A I L P I E C E 

Writing became such a process of discovery that I couldn't wait to get to work in the morning:  I wanted to know what I 
was going to say.  (Sharon O'Brien, American author) 
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