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SHORT STORY, POETRY COMPETITIONS & 
MARKETS 

ODDS & ENDS                

 
Aryamati Poetry Prize 2019 

This competition is inspired by non-fiction 

author, Olga Kenyon (Aryamati), a keen author 
on women’s writing over the years. Looking for 

poetry on the themes of social change and 
peace, prizes include Fly on the Wall Press books 

(worth £100) and line by line edits (worth £50).  

Entry: £2 and then £1 if any extra poems are 
submitted. For full information visit 

https://www.flyonthewallpoetry.co.uk/the-
aryamati-poetry-prize. 

Closing date 3 October 2019 at 12 pm 
 

The Festival of Words Poetry Competition  

Free to enter for children, entry fee for adults is 
£3. The theme is ‘My Mind, My Thoughts’ and 

prizes for the adult category are: Larkin prize: 
£500, second prize: £200, third Prize: £100.  

For full information visit: 

https://festivalofwords.co.uk/poetry-comp/.  
Closing date 30 November 2019 

 
Elmbridge Literary Competition 2019-2020  

This competition is run in partnership between 
the R C Sherriff Trust and Elmbridge Borough 

Council and is open to all ages. Looking for short 

stories and poems that explore new worlds, it’s 
free to enter for under 18s. Entry for adults is 

£5. Prizes: Children’s category: book tokens, 
adult’s category: £250, £150, £100 in each 

category (poetry and short story). Sampson Low 

will publish the winning entries as a chapbook. 
For full information visit: 

https://www.rcsherrifftrust.org.uk/competitions.  
Closing date 7 February 2020 

 

The Cranked Anvil Short Story Competition 
This quarterly competition requires submissions 

of up to 1500 words on any theme or genre. You 
may submit up to three stories in each quarter 

and closing dates are: 30 April, 31 July, 31 
October and 31 January.  

Entry fees are £5 for the first story, £3 for the 

second, £2 for the third and prizes of £150, £75, 
£30 can be won. The top three stories will be 

published on their website 
https://crankedanvil.co.uk/shortstory/    

Closing dates: see above 

 
 

 
 

 

Chairman’s Challenge 
The winners of the ‘Moon Landing’ challenge 

were: 

1. Antony Putman 
2. Denise Telford 

3. Antony Putman (again) 
Many thanks to Jemma for judging. 

 

Stop Press!  
September’s Planned Workshop/Meeting 

Activity – Royal Commandments. 
 

The Lucy Cavendish College Fiction Prize  
This competition opens on 18 September 2019 

and is open to women over 21 who have not 
had a full-length novel published. You must be 

resident in the UK or Ireland. Submit the first 

40-50 pages of your novel and a synopsis of the 
remainder (3-5 pages).  

Prize: The winner will receive £1,500 and 
shortlisted entrants will receive a one-to-one 

consultation with an agent at Peters Fraser 
Dunlop. Entry fee is £12, visit https://www.lucy-

cav.cam.ac.uk/fictionprize/ for more information. 

Closing date 17 January 2020 
 

NEXT MEETING and 
CHAIRMAN’S CHALLENGE 

All Wrekin Writer meetings take place on the third 

Saturday of the month unless you are informed in 

advance that an alternative has been arranged.  

VENUE:  The Wrekin Housing Trust Ltd, Colliers Way, 

Old Park, Telford, Shropshire TF3 4AW).  PRE-

MEETING 9.00am until 10.00am (general chatter, 

sharing writing problems).  MAIN MEETING 10.00 am 

until 12 noon. TEA/COFFEE BREAK about 11-ish – 

please bring your own mug! 

 

The next challenge will be: 200 words or 
20 poetic lines inspired by ‘Tomorrow’ 

and/or ‘Fossil’. 
 
Give your piece a TITLE as this will be the only way of 
identifying the entry as yours. PLEASE DO NOT PUT 
YOUR NAME ON IT OR EXCEED THE 100 WORDS 
OR TOTAL WORDS/LINES SET FOR THE MONTH 
(see above)  If you can, email your challenge to 
chairmanschallenge@gmail.com.  

T A I L P I E C E     
‘We know that in September, we will wander through the warm winds of summer's wreckage. We will welcome 

summer's ghost.’  
(Henry Rollins b.1961) 
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