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Free Verse

•Deliberately irregular

•No apparent formula

•Pattern is not organised into regular meter

•So, what makes it poetry?
•Example William Blake “The Argument”



Some poetic devices

Alliteration Metaphor Simile Onomatopoeia Assonance 

Consonance Repetition Personification Imagery Rhyme

Rhythm/Meter Powerful Verbs Exaggeration Sibilance Mood



THE ARGUMENT

Rintrah roars & shakes his fires in the burden’d air;
Hungry clouds swag on the deep.

Once meek, and in a perilous path,
The just man kept his course along
The vale of death.
Roses are planted where thorns grow,
And on the barren heath
Sing the honey bees.

Then the perilous path was planted:
And a river and a spring
On every cliff and tomb:
And on the bleached bones
Red clay brought forth.

Till the villain left the paths of ease,
To walk in perilous paths, and drive
The just man into barren climes.

Now the sneaking serpent walks
In mild humility,
And the just man rages in the wilds
Where lions roam.

Rintrah roars & shakes his fires in the burden’d air;
Hungry clouds swag on the deep



Blank verse
Doesn’t rhyme but does have rhythm – often iambic pentameter

10 syllables in each line
5 unstressed 5 stressed – de DA de DA de DA de DA de DA 
Example: “A horse, a horse, my kingdom for a horse”

Blank verse is good in dramatic/narrative poems – can be as long as 
the poet likes

Example: Christopher Marlowe – Dr Faustus 



Mephistopheles:

Why this is hell, nor am I out of it.
Think’st thou that I, who saw the face of 
God,
And tasted the eternal joys of heaven,
Am not tormented with ten thousand hells
In being deprived of everlasting bliss?
O Faustus, leave these frivolous demands,
Which strike a terror to my fainting soul



Sonnet
• Very old form of poetry from Italy in the 13th century
• Sonnets traditionally have 14 lines
• Italian – split into 8 and 6

Shakespearean Sonnet
•14 lines total made up of 3 quatrains and a 
couplet
• Rhyming scheme of ABAB CDCD EFEF GG
• Pentameter
Example: Sonnet 18





Anthem for Doomed Youth 

BY WILFRED OWEN 

What passing-bells for these who die as cattle?                                                 

      — Only the monstrous anger of the guns.                                                     

      Only the stuttering rifles' rapid rattle                                                             

Can patter out their hasty orisons.                                                                       

No mockeries now for them; no prayers nor bells;                                           

      Nor any voice of mourning save the choirs,—                                              

The shrill, demented choirs of wailing shells;                                                     

      And bugles calling for them from sad shires.                                                

 

What candles may be held to speed them all?                                                  

      Not in the hands of boys, but in their eyes                                                   

Shall shine the holy glimmers of goodbyes.                                                        

      The pallor of girls' brows shall be their pall;                                                 

Their flowers the tenderness of patient minds,                                                 

And each slow dusk a drawing-down of blinds.                                                 
 



Rhyming Couplets 

•Two successive lines  that rhyme

•The lines often have same 
meter/rhythm

•Complete a single thought



Rhyming Couplets: Examples

Taken from 50 
couplets by 
Moondog

Shakespeare-
”Macbeth”

“Romeo and 
Juliet



Mind map ideas


