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SHORT STORY, POETRY COMPETITIONS  ODDS & ENDS                

 
The 2021 Bristol Short Story Prize  

The competition is open to all writers whether 
published or unpublished. 1st prize £1,000, 2nd 

prize £500, 3rd prize £250 with 17 further prizes 
of £100 presented to the remaining shortlisted 

writers, 20 stories will be shortlisted and 

published in Bristol Short Story Prize Anthology 
Volume 14. All shortlisted writers will receive 2 

free copies of the anthology. 
Entry fee £9 per story, for more information see 

https://www.bristolprize.co.uk/rules/. 

Closing date 5 May 2021 
 

Canterbury Festival’s Poet of the Year 
Competition 2021  

Open to all adults aged 18 or over poems can be 
written on any subject and in any style but must 

not exceed 60 lines. 

Entry fee: £5 per poem with 1st prize £200, 2nd 
prize £100, 3rd prize £50. More information see 

https://canterburyfestival.co.uk/poet-of-the-year-
competition-2021/. 

Closing date 11 June 2021 

 
Wells Festival of Literature 2021 

Categories in this competition are poetry, short 
story, a book for children and young poets and it 

is recommended that you visit 
www.wellsfestivalofliterature.org.uk for the full 

details and how to enter. 

Closing date 30 June 2021 
 

The Winchester Poetry Prize 2021 
Open to anyone aged 16 or over with poetry on 

any subject in any form or style sought. Entry fee 

is £5 and entries must not exceed 40 lines. Prizes 
on offer are 1st prize £1000, 2nd prize £500 and 

3rd prize £250. To see full details visit: 
https://www.winchesterpoetryfestival.org/prize  

Closing date 31 July 2021 

 
Something New For Non-Zoomers: 

 
A PAGE HAS NOW BEEN ADDED TO THE 

NEWSLETTER – TO SEE DARREN’S WORDS 
OF WISDOM PAGE DOWN. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Chairman’s Challenge 
The winners of the “Disgusted/Thrilled” 

challenge were: 

 
1st Mike White 

2nd Denise Telford 
3rd John Dyson 

Many thanks to Bryan for judging. 

 

STOP PRESS 
 

The Green Stories Writing Competition 
2021 (TV/Radio Script)  

This free to enter competition seeks scripts in 
any genre which engage with the idea of 

environmentally sustainable practices and/or 
sustainable societies. The winner will receive a 

free script appraisal and treatment by the 

Literary Consultancy, plus script will be sent to 
production companies for consideration. 

Length: three episodes and an outline of the 
others and/or synopsis of the whole story. See 

http://www.greenstories.org.uk/tv-series/. 

Closing date 26 August 2021 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
Date for the diary:  

Saturday 8th May – Wrekin Writers will host a 
virtual workshop as part of the Wellington 

Festival – details TBC. 

 
 

NEXT MEETING and 
CHAIRMAN’S CHALLENGE 

 

All Wrekin Writer meetings are 
cancelled at the moment due to the 

current Covid-19 pandemic and 
Government instructions on holding 

social gatherings. 
Please keep an eye on our website for further 
information and how to join our Zoom 
meetings. 
 

The next challenge is: 100 words or 10 

poetic lines inspired by “Bellies” and/or 
“Wellies”.  

 
Give your piece a TITLE as this will be the only way of 
identifying the entry as yours. PLEASE DO NOT PUT 
YOUR NAME ON IT OR EXCEED THE 100 WORDS 
OR TOTAL WORDS/LINES SET FOR THE MONTH 
(see above)  If you can, email your challenge to 
chairmanschallenge@gmail.com.  

T A I L P I E C E 

April ... hath put a spirit of youth in everything. [William Shakespeare] 
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Z-O-O-M NEWS FOR APRIL 2021: 
 

Following the March meeting Darren ran a Zoom workshop called ‘Diverting Dialogue’. This covered 
a method making your dialogue work harder by keeping interactions between characters oblique 
(indirect). Example: 
 
“Hello, George. How are you?” 
“I’m fine. How are you?” [Boring waste of words. We learn nothing and slip into a coma. Strike that 
response and replace with:] 
 
He folded his arms. “I wondered when you would show your face.” [He doesn’t answer the 
question, his response is oblique. We start to see some information and conflict. It’s characterising 
both of them. The reader’s interest and emotions are heightened. The dialogue is working hard.] 
 
 

 
 
 
Why not try this ‘oblique’ method with your dialogue and see how it moves things along with your 
story? 
 
The workshop following the next meeting will be called ‘Tantalising Tarot’. 
 
 
 
 


