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SHORT STORY, POETRY COMPETITIONS  ODDS & ENDS                

The Green Stories Writing Competition 2021  
(TV/Radio Script) is open to all script writers. 

Scripts can be written in any genre but must 
engage with the idea of environmentally sustainable 

practices and/or sustainable societies. Free to enter 
the winner will receive a free script appraisal and 

treatment by the Literary Consultancy, plus the 
script will be sent to production companies for 

consideration. 

Length: three episodes and an outline of the others 
and/or synopsis of the whole story.  

For full information visit: 
http://www.greenstories.org.uk/previous-

competitions/tv-series/ 
Closing date 26 August 2021 

 
The Dateline Hastings: 23-09-21 Competition  

This competition offers 12 writers the chance to 

have work published following a unique workshop 
with experienced editors. Entries can be a mix of 

fiction and life writing, expressed through poetry or 
prose and feature local, national or international 

events happening after April 2021. Entry fee: £10, 
word count (for final versions): Poetry – 40 lines 

max, Prose – 2000 words max. 
Prizes: An all-day creative writing and editing 

workshop in Hastings, publication and copies of the 

anthology plus three finalists will receive a cash 
prize of £100. More details: 

https://hastingslitfest.org/home/competition/  
Closing date 23 September 2021 

 
The Manchester Cathedral 600 Poetry 

Competition  
One for the poets. Looking for poems which reflect, 

express or connect with the Cathedral in some way. 

No more than 15 lines and ten prizes of £100 with 
publishing in a Celebration booklet to be won. 

Entry fee: £6.00 for the first poem, £2.00 per poem 
thereafter. Winners will be announced by email and 

via the Cathedral’s social media accounts on 30 
November 2021. Full information: 

https://www.manchestercathedral.org/mc600-
poetry-competition/ 

Closing date 30 September 2021 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Chairman’s Challenge 
The winners of the ’Gold’ and/or ’Ticket’ 

challenge are: 

 
 1. Gold Summer Days – Jean Escott 

2. Ticket – Jan Johnstone 
3. Gold – Joy Clayton  

 
EVENTS 

 
The NAWG Open Short Story and Poetry 

Competition Categories are Short Story and 
Poetry. Open to everyone, not just NAWG 

member’s entry fee: £5 per story or poem, or 

£10 for three poems. Critiques are also available 
at £5 per item. 

Prizes for each category: 1st – £200, 2nd – 
£100, 3rd – £50 

Word count – short story: 500-2000 words; 
poems: 40 lines maximum. Full 

detailshttps://www.nawg.co.uk/competitions-
open  

Closing date midnight 31st August 2021 
 

 

 
 

NEXT MEETING and 
CHAIRMAN’S CHALLENGE 

 

STOP PRESS!! 
Next Meeting: 21st August 2021. 
Potentially an outside meeting – venue 
to be advised. Look out for further 
details by email. 

 

The next challenge is: 150 words or 15 
poetic lines inspired by a visit you have 
made to a remarkable location. 
 
Give your piece a TITLE as this will be the only way of 
identifying the entry as yours. PLEASE DO NOT PUT 
YOUR NAME ON IT OR EXCEED THE 100 WORDS 
OR TOTAL WORDS/LINES SET FOR THE MONTH 
(see above)  If you can, email your challenge to 
chairmanschallenge@gmail.com.  

T A I L P I E C E 
Summer afternoon; to me those have always been the two most beautiful words in the English language.  

[Henry James 1843 – 1916] 
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MORE NEWS 
 

 
 

Party in the Park 

Well, it wasn’t so much of a party, but there were twelve of us at July’s open-air Wrekin Writer meeting in Bowring 

Park. Even better, we managed to find a lovely, shady spot under some trees between the children’s play area and the 

tennis courts. We even had a special guest turn up - Jill Thomas - one of the earliest members of Wrekin Writers, who’s 

recently moved next door to Bowring Park. 

Our workshop focussed on people-watching. Well, as writers, that’s what we’re supposed to do, isn’t it? And 

here we were, out in the open after many months of being confined to our barracks, and there were other people 

about, too! (People-watching is so much easier if there are people to watch.) 

My thanks go to everyone who turned up and successfully avoided getting arrested. It was only during the 

writing exercises that I wondered if my plans of telling members to go off and stalk two or three people was the wisest 

of ideas. Still, it all worked out in the end. 

If you missed the meeting, and fancy getting re-acquainted with people-watching (sunglasses are recommended, 

as this doesn’t make it so obvious as to what you’re doing) then here are the exercises we tackled: 

 

1. (5 minutes observation time). Look round Bowring Park (from your chair) and write down what you see. 

2. (1 minute observation time). Pick a person. What shoes are they wearing? Now pick someone else. What shoes 

are they wearing? 

3. (2 minutes observation time). Pick a person. (Someone you haven’t picked on before.) Watch them for two 

minutes. What mood are they in? What have you observed that’s led you to draw that conclusion. 

4. (2 minutes observation time). Close your eyes. Listen. What do you hear? 

5. (1 minute observation time). Close your eyes. What can you smell? 

6. (5 minutes observation time). Find something small - a leaf, a blade of grass, an insect, a flower petal - 

anything. Now describe it in exquisite detail. 

7. (2 minutes observation time). Pick two people who are doing the same thing: queuing at the cafe, playing 

tennis, sitting on a bench, or walking through the park. What differences can you spot? How are they doing the 

same thing, but differently? 

 
 

 


